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Provinces shall strike their flag and lower their topsail, in such manner and with the like testimony of respect as hath been customary in any time or place heretofore, by any ships of the States-General or their ancestors to any ships of His Britannic Majesty or his ancestors."
On January ist, 1665-66, Pepys dictated from five o'clock in the morning till three o'clock in the afternoon a letter to Sir William Coventry on the " husbandly execution of the Victualling part of the Naval expense," which he styled "A New Year's Gift." The same afternoon and the two following days he copied the latter out, and after examining it he sent it off express on the 3rd. The MS. is now in the British Museum (Harleian MS., No. 6287).
PEPYS'S PROPOSED HISTORY OF THE NAVY.
For his grand scheme of a history of the British Navy Pepys was continually making inquiries, but although he left many volumes of collections which he styled "Navalia," he did not proceed far in the arrangement of his materials, 'He asked the following questions of Sir William Dug-dale, which were copied from the Rawlinson MSS., and communicated to "Notes and Queries" (ist S., vol. viii., p. 341) by the late Mr. J. Yeowell:
" i. Whether any foreigners are to be found in any list of English admirals?
"2. The reason or account to be given of the place assigned to our admirals in the Acts of Parliament?
"3. Whether any of the considerable families of our nobility or gentry have been raised by the sea?
"4. Some instances of the greatest ransoms heretofore set upon prisoners of greatest quality.
'* 5. The descent and posterity of Sir Francis Drake, and what estate is now in the possession of any of his family derived from him?
**6.  Who Sir Anthony Ashley was? **7* What are and have been generally the professions, trades* or qualifications, civil or military, that have and do generally raise families in England to wealth and honour ia Ctereh a&d State? nmontory called the Land's-end1 to the middle point of land in Norway called Van Staten, the foresaid ships or vessels of the United
